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low, or his heirs or representatives, on his or their demand, 
and witlhout any delay, charge, or hindrance whiatever. 

" Signed, subject to the approbation of the Academy, 

" H. LLOYD, President." 

IT WAS RESOLV1BD,-That the deposit of the Book of 
Armagh be accepted by the Academy, on the conditions 
named; and that the thanks of the Academy be voted to the 

Rev. Francis Brownlow, and to Arthur R. Nugent, Esq. 

W. R. Wilde, Esq., exhibited and described the " Mias 
Tighearlnain," an ancient Irish shrine, from the barony of 

Tyrawley, County of Mayo, which had been lent to him by 

Annesley Knox, Esq., for that purpose. 
IT WAS RESoLVED,--That the thanks of the Academy be 

presenited to Mr. Knox, by whose permission the Mias Tigher 
nain has been exhibited to the Academy. 

Mr. Wilde presented a collection of Celtic antiquities, 
weapons, ornaments, domestic implements, sepulchral urns, 
and some animal remains, found in ancient tumuli, from Arthur 
iR. INugent, Ssq., Portaferry, from whom Mr. Wilde made a 
communication in 1844. These interesting relics consisted of 
a very large stone celt, eight inches long; several flint arrow 
heads, among which is one of the most beautiful, bothi in form 
and exeeution, which the Academy has yet received; three fl,int 
knives, two very rude and apparently in the process of forma 
tion; a small sharpening stone; and four small circular stone 
discs, perforated in the centre, and probably used for the dis 
taff ;-all discovered in the County of Down, a locality re 

markably rich in antiquities' of this description. He also 
presented some silver pieces, among which was a shilling of 
Efiabeth and one of James I. 

The sepulchral urns, two in number, one very perfect, 
the other in fragments, but capable of being restored, were d'is 

covered along with some incinerated bones, charred wood, and 
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a quantityof the remains of some of the lower domesticanimals, 
at Donaghanie, in the County of Donegal; and Mr. Wilde 
stated that he had received a communication on the subject 
from Mr. JQhn Bell of Dungannon, informing him that they 
were found on opening a cairn contained " within a circle of 
large stones, measuring seventy yards in circumference. One 
of the Rev. John Davis's tenants requiring building materials 
thoroughly laid open the tumulus, uncovering numerous se 
pulchral cells. These were replete with such rudely sculp. 
tured ornaments as are frequently found in cairn chambers. 

The vertical columns supporting large flags, shortening 
inwards, one over the other, are about six feet in height, and 
the roof-stones are kept in their places by the pressure of the 
heap or cairn on their extremities. This structure is similar 
to those near Drogheda and in Rosshire, and to that which 

once stood on the banks of the Carron in Stirlingshire." 
From this description, the similarity of the cairnl at Do 

naghanie to the great tumulus at New Grange will be at once 

recognised by the Academy; and the sculptured ornaments 
found in both these localities, and consisting of volutes, circles, 
and zig-zag characters, Mr. Wilde considered to be purely cha 
racteristic of the ancient Pagan burial places in Ireland, andper 
fectly distinct from that denominated Ogham writing. Of this 
sepulchral character a fine ex 
ample is found upon the inte 
rior of one of the stones forming |- (g ) , 

the upright pillars in the open I 
kistvaen at Knockmany, in the | c!jrG 
County Tyrone, and of which 
the accompanying is a rude 
sketch. The animal remains 
found at Donaghanie consisted 
of the bones of several domes 
tic animals, oxen, swine, cats, 

dogs, sheep, together with those 
of geese, and other domestic fowl; and it is interesting to dis 
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cover such traces ofthe distribution of tese auimals in the 
British Isles at a period so remote as the date of this tumulus 
points to. 

Mr. Wilde recorded the distovery oia small tumulus omy the 
western side of the great moutd of New Grange, which had 
been opened by Lieutenant Newenham two yeas ago: it was 
abouteight feet long, and consisted of a small stonepassage lead 
ing inlto a little chamber, formed on the type of the great harrow 
in that vieinity. In this was discovered a vast collectiotn of the 
remains of domestic animals, as well as several human bones, 
some perfect and others in a half-burned state. What gave 
particular interest to this excavation was the fact of the stones 
which lined the floor having been vitrified on the external face, 
which would lead to the conclusion that the cremation bad 
taken place in the grave: and one of these vitrified stones Mr. 

Wilde presented to the Academy. 
It is much to be lamented that ignorant persons, or those 

actuatedl by mere curiosity, should be allowed to open., and,y as 
is very often the case, destroy those interesting monuments 
throughout the country, maniy of which possess an historical 
as well as an antiquarian and ethnological iaterest, and are 
alluded to in the ancient anal.s.* 

* 
The following communication has been made to the Secretary by Mr. 

Wilde. **Some time Ago, Arthur R. Nugent, Esq., opened a large sepul 
chral mound in the townland of Kintagh, in the neighbourhood of Porta 

ferry, whence he writes to me: ? 
There was a circle of large stones con 

taming an area of abwrt a rood. Between each of these flat stones there 
was a facing of flat ones, similar to the building of our modern fences. 
The outer corering was coated with white pebbles, averaging the size of 

a goose-egg, of which there were several cart-loads, 
? 

although it would 

be difficult to collect even a small quantity at present along the beach. 

After this was taken away, we came to a confused heap of rubbish, stones, 
and clay, and then some large flag stones on their end, the tumulus still pre 

serving a cone-shape. In the centre we came to a chamber about six feet long, 
formed by eight very large upright stones, with a large flag-stone at the bot 

tom, on which lay, in one heap of equal thickness, a mixture of black mould 

and bones.' These bones, several of which are now in the Museum of the 
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REsouvn-i1ht the thanks of the Aeademy be given to 
Mr. Nugent. 

The Secretary annoaunced to the meeting, that the Com 
missionens for the Impyovement of the Shannon bad for 

warded a further donation of antiquities found in the bed of 

that dyer to the Museum; together with a section and plans 
of the small tower at Clonmnacaoise. 

RasoLvsD,-That the thanks of the Academy be given 
to the Cormissioaers. 

Dr. Allman exhibited a remarkable form of Saxifraga 

Leucanthemifolia, presenting the retrog;rade metamorphosis 
of flowers into bulbs, which were thickly scattered over the 
inflorescence, occupying the position of the leafy tufts de 
scribed by Robert Brown in his Saxifraga Foliosa. 

Rev. Samuel Butcher read a paper by the Rev. Edward 

Hincks, 0. D., " On Persepolitan Writing." 
In this paper various rectifications of the received mode 

of reading the first kind of Persepolitan writing were pro 
posed; and an alphabet, or rather a combined alphabet and 
syllabary for the secotnd was given, differing in some important 
respects from that of Westergaard. 

Academy, are all human, and tonsist of the ribs, vertebrw, and the ends of 

the longbones, together with pieces of the skull, aad some joints of the fingers 

of a full-grown person, and also several bones of, a very young child, none of 

which hadbeen subject to the action of fire. But among the parcel forwarded 

to me by Mr. Nugent, are several fragments of incinerated human bones. 

Either these latter were portions of the same bodies burned, or they belonged 
to an individual sacrificed to the manes of the person whose grave this was; 

and I am inclined to think the latter is the more probable, from the circpm 

stances in which similar remains have been discovered in otber localities. 

There were no urns, weapons, or ornaments of any description discovered in 

conuiexion with this tumulus; but Mr. Nugent states, that in the field where 

it was opened, small stone chambers, or kistvaens, have at various times 

been dug up, and in one of these a long, flat, and narrow skull was some tiine 

sinice discovered." W. R. W. 
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